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to Vienna; and Indeed I freely gave my opinion against
such a journey for one of his age and Infirmities.1 And I
shall hardly think of going Secretary without him, although
the Emperor's ministers here think I will, and have writ to
Vienna. I agree with your Grace, that such a design was
a little too late at my years;2 but, considering myself wholly
useless in Ireland, and In a parish with an audience of half
a score, and It being thought necessary that the Queen
should have a Secretary at that Court, my friends telling
me it would not be difficult to compass It, I was a little
tempted to pass some time abroad, until my friends would
make me a little easier in my fortunes at home. Besides, I
had hopes of being sent In time to some other Court, and
in the meanwhile the pay would be forty shillings a day,
and the advantage of living, If I pleased, in Lord Berkeley's
family. But, I believe, this is now all at an end. I am, my
Lord, with the greatest respect,

Your Grace's most obedient and most humble servant,

J. SWIFT.

My Lord Wharton says, he intends for Ireland the begin-
ning of March.

LIII. [Sheridan.}

SWIFT TO ROBERT HUNTER

London, January 12, 1708-9.
SIR,

I KNOW no people so ill used by your men of business, as
their intimate friends. About a fortnight after Mr. Addison
had received the letter you were pleased to send me, he
first told me of it with an air of recollection, and after ten
farther of grace, thought fit to give It me; so you know
where to fix the whole blame that it was no sooner acknow-
ledged. It is a delicate expedient you prisoners have of
diverting yourselves in an enemy's country, for which other

1 To-day a journey to Vienna would not be thought great for a
man of sixty, which was Lord Berkeley's age at that time, even though
in delicate health, but the hardships which travellers then endured might
-well deter even the strongest and youngest men.

3 Supra, p* 123*was Lambert (supra^ p. 124, n. 3), who it was said could hardly
